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DIGITAL CONTEXTS and DIGITAL TIMES



Writing online can seem like a tricky and perilous undertaking, especially if you’re the sort who’s used to 
making sure that every sentence in your paper is polished to shiny perfection before you send it off for 
peer-review. Online writing is much more immediate than the glacial epochs that can characterise tradi-
tional academic publishing, you might have to contend with working with incomplete information, and you’re 
potentially exposed to whoever has access to a browser, an internet connection, and your url or handle. 
So why then do academics risk writing online? Who could they speak to and what might they learn about 
themselves?

 
“In these hands, writing showed itself as a gesture of welcoming curiosity. Online writing in particular offered a 
new way of handling lightly the big tickets: citation, evidence, reputation, impact. Online public writing allowed 
itself to be tentative, to let unfinished thoughts hang, to engage with difficult issues without fixing prematurely 
on solutions. Scholarly writers shepherding their ideas in public without benefit of editors and peer reviewers, and 
without the protection of a ten metre paywall, turned out to be intelligent, capable and accountable managers of 
their own intelligence: who knew?
And so writing for me was gently rescued from its service role in generating outputs for measuring, and returned 
to a closer relationship to enquiry. I learned how to write in order to think. Here were scholars producing a couple 
of thousand words a week without distress, contributing timely, relevant expertise to the history of human thought 
and if you had a question or objection, you could just bowl up and ask them, and they replied. 
Isn’t this what we all think the academy is supposed to do in the world?
--  Kate Bowles, Music for Deckchairs blog
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If you’ve always been curious about blogging but could never be bloggered to start, here’s your chance. 
In this 2-hour masterclass, the doyenne of academic blogging, Pat Thomson, will share valuable insights 
gleaned from years of writing for her very successful blog, Patter, as well as her research and writing on 
‘the writing that scholars want to, and must, do.’ Pat will help you discover what you have to say, tell you 
where you should be saying it, and show you how to get people to actually read what you have to say.

Pat Thomson is Professor of Education in the School of Education, The University of Nottingham. She is the 
current Director of the Centre for Advanced Studies which serves the faculties of Arts and Social Sciences. 
Her academic writing and research education blog ‘patter’ has more than 115,000 followers, is archived by 
the British Library and her posts are frequently republished elsewhere. She tweets as @ThomsonPat and is a 
coordinator for #acwri, a regular chat about academic writing. Her research activities can be seen on a range 
of websites - the TALE project, the Signature Pedagogies project, I worked at Raleigh, the Get Wet project, 
Performing Impact, Cultural Value and Live Art, and Quality in Alternative Education. 
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